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CONTINENTAL CHOIR GAMES

As the continental version of the World Choir Games, these events
follow the same ethos of ñparticipation is the greatest honorò, and 
welcome choirs, instrumental groups and dance troupes to compete 
at all levels of ability and learn from one another. Bringing together 
an expected 5,000 participants from around 150 choirs, the Choir 
Games offer hosts a unique opportunity to transform their city and 
engage with a valuable target demographic.

THE WORLD ON 
ONE STAGE

For many years now, these unique major international events have had a 
lasting impact on the choral world and their host cities: Continental Choir 
Games, Grand Prix of Nations & World Choir Championships.

The talent of the singers is extraordinary and versatile. These choirs put 
countless hours into rehearsals. Then, in front of thousands of eyes and ears 
and before an expert jury, they are at their absolute best. These choirs have 
practiced for years for this one magical moment, to compete with like -minded 
people from all over the world.

The host city is the very special lead player in this euphoria! Countless nations 
fill the streets with their singing and joy, enchanting residents in a fairytale 
intercultural exchange.

Along with the choir competitions for singers from the regions (Europe, Asia & 
Pacific, Africa, America), a Grand Prix of Nations will be held at the same time 
allowing choirs from all over the world to participate. 

The World Choir Championships are very similar to other Continental Choir 
Games, but the artistic concept is different and includes two rounds 
(qualification and champion) and the Grand Prix of Nations as the highest 
round, which do not run in parallel but one after the other and allow the choirs 
from all over the world to participate in all parts of the event.



EUROPEAN CHOI R GAMES &  GRAND PRIX OF NATIONS

2013 Graz (Austria)

2015 Magdebu rg (Germany)

2017 Riga (Latvia)

2019 Gothenbu rg (Sweden)

2023 Norrköping (Sweden)

2025 Aarhus (Denmark)

(AFRICAN) ASIA PACIFIC CHOIR GAMES & GRAND PRIX OF NATIONS

2007 Jakart a (Indonesia)

2009 Gyeongnam (Republic of Korea)

2013 Manado (Indonesia)

2017 Colombo (Sri Lanka)

2025 Port Louis (Mauritius)

WORLD CHOIR CHAMPIONSHIPS

2009 Gyeongnam (Republic of Korea)

2011 Graz (Austria)

2012 Guangzhou (China)

OUR GLOBAL HISTORY



ñThe quality of the event, its organization, and the concept of the competition will
be remembered as a top event of our city for a long time. Your slogan resonates
with our beliefs in all peoplesôrights and equality and INTERKULTURôsefforts to
bring nations closer together is important to us."

Anneli Rhedin
Lord Mayor of Gothenburg

MESSAGE FROM 
GOTHENBURG 

2019



The success of each Continental Choir Games is built on the experience and expertise of
INTERKULTUR,the leading organizer of international choir competitions and festivals for more than
35 years. Established in 1988, with a mission to build bridges between cultures through the shared
experience of music and song, INTERKULTURhas now staged more than 260 major events in 33
countries featuring almost 470,000 participants from 100-plus nations.

It is also at the center of a global network of non-profit and commercial choral organizations that
reaches 120,000 choirs and 4.8 million singers, with more than 90 countries represented on its
óUnitedNations of singingô,the World Choir Council.

Each host city partner will be able to leverage INTERKULTURôsexpertise for event delivery, other
operational and commercial support to ensure the benefits of hosting are maximized.

ABOUT INTERKULTUR



EVENT FORMAT

UP TO 30 
PARTICIPATING 

COUNTRIES

120,000
CHOIRS

EXPECTED

5,000
PARTICIPANTS

EVENT FORMAT

BENEFITS OF SINGING

Å Singing has been shown to improve happiness and well-being

Å Being in a choir provides a general feeling of being connected with the group, 
leading to a sense of increased community and belonging

9 DAYS OF

THE INTERKULTUR NETWORK

4.8M
SINGERS

250,000
DIRECT DATABASE 

CONTACTS

ATTRACTIVE DEMOGRAPHIC

70% OF PARTICIPANTS ARE UNDER 27
providing access to a valuable, socially engaged 
demographic of high spenders

* can be modified connected to the possibilities of the host city

COMPETITION, SPLIT 

INTO TWO FOUR DAY 

SECTIONS * 



PART I Day off PART II

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9

Day off

Afternoon 

Awards 

Ceremony

Evening 

Opening Concert

Evening 

Closing Part 1 &

Awards 

Ceremony

Parade of 

Nations and 

Opening Concert 

Part II

Evening 

Closing Concert

Stage Rehearsals& Rehearsals Stage Rehearsals& Rehearsals

Stage 

Rehearsals

Open Competition

Stage 

Rehearsals

Open Competition

Champions Competition Champions Competition

Grand Prix of Nations Grand Prix of Nations

Evaluation Performances (non-competing); Individual Coachings Evaluation Performances (non-competing); Individual Coachings

Workshops Workshops

Friendship Concerts & Celebration Concerts in

and around the city

Friendship Concerts & Celebration Concerts in

and around the city

Festival Stage Choir Project

Sightseeing opportunities in and around the city

WHAT DOES AN EVENT TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE?

EVENT CONTENT

* This model can be adapted to meet the specific possibilities and needs of the host city, such as skipping the day off. .



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
OPENING CEREMONY

The gala celebration of the Opening Ceremony and Concert of the marks
the traditional start of the event. Flags of all participating countries are
carried proudly, including the Gamesôflag. Through a celebration of culture,
dance and music performances, this is a flagship opportunity for the host
country to present itself to the international audience, whilst also a chance
to meet all the participating choirs from around the world.

OPEN & CHAMPIONS COMPETITION

The core INTERKULTUR-curated competition elements of the Continental
Choir Games: the Champions Competition brings together the top echelon
of competitive choirs from across the continent, whilst the Open
Competition sees choirs from all over the world, irrespective of current
achievement levels, gain invaluable experience on the international stage.
Choirs compete across up to 10 categories, on three different levels.

GRAND PRIX OF NATIONS

The Grand Prix of Nations ensembles choirs from across the globe to
participate on multiple levels of competitions. Delivered as a standalone
competition within the Continental Choir Games, the Grand Prix of Nations
is open to choirs that have corresponding international competitive
experience and have a proven track-record in international choral
competitions.

THE PARADE OF NATIONS

The Parade of Nations is a lively infusion of color and festivity that
meanders through the streets of the host city and signifies the half-way
point of the event. Here we welcome the participants for the second part of
festivities.

CONCERTS

In Friendship and Celebration Concerts multiple choirs from different
countries and/or categories are united for 60-90-minute shows. Friendship
Concerts are free, open-access performances that momentarily transform
city squares, public venues, parks, streets or shopping centers into concert
venues, whereas Celebration Concerts are ticketed events that attract top-
class international choirs in special concert venues.

AWARDS CEREMONIES

Choirs will compete for Bronze, Silver or Gold Diplomas or Medals across all
categories and levels. The gold-medal winning choir in the Champions
Competition with the highest points total from an international panel of
judges will be named Champion of the Choir Games in its specific category.
The Champions, as well as the Grand Prix of Nations winners, will come to
the stage and their countryôsflag will be raised, as their national anthems
are played.


